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Oklahoma city thunder next head coach

A Massachusetts native fills the last remaining coaching vacancy in the NBA. The Oklahoma City Thunder announced Wednesday that they are hiring assistant coach Mark Daigneault to become their new head coach, after the team parted ways with Billy Donovan in September. Daigneault, a 35-year-old Leominster native, first joined the franchise in 2014 as head coach of their
G League affiliate, the Oklahoma City Blue, after spending four years on Donovan's coaching staff in Florida. The news Wednesday - which was first reported by ESPN - was announced by Thunder general manager Sam Presti, who incidentally grew up in Concord, a half-hour Route 2 drive away from Leominster. Mr Bay Stater said he was delighted by the move. The amount of
head coaching experience and diverse experiences throughout his tenure with the Blue is rare for someone his age, Presti said in a statement. He has also shown that he can strengthen both the players and the staff he works with, and we are confident that he will help us modernize our approach as an organization in a constantly evolving industry. During a news conference
Wednesday, Daigneault said he got to speak briefly with the Thunder's star point guard, Chris Paul, who he said was congratulatory. Daigneault is the Thunder's fourth head coach since the team moved from Seattle to Oklahoma. After graduating from the University of Connecticut in 2007, he spent three seasons as an assistant coach at Holy Cross before joining Donovan's
coaching staff at the University of Florida. Daigneault officially made the switch from the Blue to the Thunder bench in the 2019 off-season. At the time, the Sentinel &amp; Enterprise reported that Daigneault's dream of becoming a coach was first planted at a local basketball camp by Mark Osowski, a fellow native leominster and former NBA assistant. If you're trying to pursue
something that seems daunting at first, which it does when you first set out to do it, having someone from your hometown who didn't have much to do with him and had to go the long way to get there gives you a little more confidence that it can be done , Daigneault told the Fitchburg-based paper (he also helped keep Osowski's basketball camp running after the coach's death in
2004). During the virtual press conference, Daigneault and Presti did not specifically mention their shared home state. However, the new head coach gave his parents a shoutout, crediting his father for his work ethic and his mother for introducing him to education. [Coaching is] really a job as a teacher, and basketball is the ship that teaches you, Daigneault said. Great, you're
signed up! &lt;p&gt;A general view of action as the San Antonio Spurs play the Oklahoma City Thunder during Game Three of the Western Conference Finals 2014 NBA Playoffs op Chesapeake Energy Arena op mei 25, 2014 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.&lt;/p&gt; Geplaatst om 9:49 AM, 11 november 2020 OKLAHOMA CITY - The Oklahoma City Thunder genoemd genoemd
Daigneault as the team's new head coach. Executive Vice President and General Manager Sam Presti made the announcement on Wednesday morning. We're pleased mark is taking on the role of head coach of the Oklahoma City Thunder. Since his arrival in 2014, he has been a selfless and effective leader within our organization. Mark is a values-based leader, continuous
student, and someone who will help us continue the repositioning of our organization on and off the field. The amount of head coaching experience and diverse experiences throughout his tenure with the Blue is rare for someone his age. He has also shown the opportunity to empower both the players and the personnel he works with, and we are confident that he will help us
modernize our approach as an organization in a constantly evolving industry. Above all, Mark has a great faith in and commitment to Oklahoma City and he will be a great ambassador for our state. General Manager Sam Presti, OKC Thunder Trending Stories: Daigneault is the fourth head coach of the OKC Thunder and is the first person to become the team's head coach after
being the club's head coach in the G League. The chance to be the Head Coach of the Thunder is truly a special honor. In my six years in Oklahoma City I have developed a deep commitment to the organization and a concern for what is truly a special community that I call home. From my first day here, my values have always been aligned with those of the organization, and I
look forward to helping them continue to be lived on and off the field. I want to thank Mr. Bennett, Sam and the entire organization for the opportunity, and I am grateful to all the coaches, staff and especially players who have helped me throughout my career. Mark Daigneault, OKC Thunder head coach Before joining the Thunder, Daigneault spent four years at the University of
Florida.CLICK HERE for more on this announcement. Stay in touch with us anytime, anywhere - Getty Images The Oklahoma City Thunder have promoted assistant Mark Daigneault to the team's new coach, the organization announced Wednesday. The news comes just a few weeks before training camp begins in December. Daigneault follows former coach Billy Donovan,
whose contract was not renewed at the end of the pandemic-shortened season. He's taking over a team that's been through a lot of roster turnovers with respect to its stars -- recent reports indicate the Thunder could send Chris Paul to the Suns. What's more consistent is their record of appearing in the playoffs, reaching the postseason in 10 of the last 11 years, and going five-
for-five under coach Donovan. The chance to be the head coach of the Thunder is truly a special honor, Daigneault said in a statement released by the team. In my six years in Oklahoma City, I have had a deep commitment to organization and developed a concern for what is really a special community that I call home. From my first day here, my values have always aligned with
those of the organization, and I look forward to helping them continue to be lived on and off the field. Daigneault was hired from the University of Florida in 2014 to coach the Thunder's G League affiliate, the Oklahoma City Blue. He became a full-time assistant for the NBA team last season, where the team finished with a 44-28 record and took the Houston Rockets to seven
games in the first round of the playoffs. playNew Thunder coach Daigneault thanks previous coaches for the opportunity (1:47)New Thunder head coach Mark Daigneault thanks previous coaches he has learned under the likes of Billy Donovan and Jim Calhoun for the opportunity he has ahead. (1:47) November 11, 2020The Oklahoma City Thunder has promoted assistant Mark
Daigneault to be the franchise's next head coach, it was announced Wednesday.Daigneault's elevation to replace the departed Billy Donovan completes a rapid six-year surge within the franchise, which included a five-year run as the OKC Blue's G League coach, where Daigneault had a .572 winning three division titles. The chance to be the head coach of the Thunder is truly a
special honor, Daigneault said in a statement released by the team. In my six years in Oklahoma City I have developed a deep commitment to the organization and a concern for what is really a special community that I call home. From my first day here, my values have always been aligned with those of the organization, and I look forward to helping them continue to live on and
off the field. Daigneault, 35, will take on the Thunder within three weeks of opening training camp on Dec. 1 with a roster that could well be on the move between now and opening night on December 22. Thunder executive vice president and general manager Sam Presti shows confidence in Daigneault's skills to transition from what could yet be a Western Conference playoff
contender in 2020-2021 to something that looks more like a rebuild around key young players like Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, Lu Dort and Darius Bazley. The Thunder have been bolstered with a possibility of 15 first-round picks and four sets of pick swaps between the 2020 and 2026 NBA drafts. We are pleased that Mark is taking on the role of head coach of the Oklahoma City
Thunder, Presti said in a statement. He has been a selfless and effective leader within our organization since his arrival in 2014. Mark is a values-based leader, continuous student, and someone who will help us continue the repositioning of our organization on and off the field. Daigneault joined the Thunder's coaching staff for the 2019-2020 season and joined Donovan on the
bench in a season in which the Thunder earned the sixth seed in the Western Conference playoffs. Donovan's contract expired, which eventually led him to take the Chicago Bulls' head-coaching job Daigneault was part of a weeks-long search with candidates who met with Thunder officials a number of times. Presti Presti Presti is excited about Daigneault's proven track record in
the Thunder organization, sources said, including connecting with players, teaching the game and making the kind of short- and longer-term adjustments that are crucial for a franchise that transitions out of playoff contention and toward a younger, development roster. In his time as G League coach, he was 143-107 with four playoff appearances and eight players called up to NBA
rosters, including four players signed to two-way deals, in the past season. The amount of head coaching experience and diverse experiences throughout his tenure with the Blue is rare for someone his age, Presti said in his statement. He has also shown that he can strengthen both the players and the staff he works with, and we are confident that he will help us modernize our
approach as an organization in a constantly evolving industry. Presti hired Daigneault at the University of Florida in 2014 - a year before he lured Donovan from the Gators to become the Thunder's head coach. Daigneault had been an assistant at Florida and the College of the Holy Cross. He graduated from the University of Connecticut in 2007, where he was a student manager
under Hall of Fame coach Jim Calhoun.ESPN NBA reporter Royce Young contributed to this report. Report.
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